
FIRST NATIONS DATA GOVERNANCE:

TOOLS for EMPOWERMENT
March 28 – 30, 2017  |  Hilton Lac-Leamy, Gatineau QC

Monday, March 27, 2017

5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Pre-Registration   
 Hilton Lac-Leamy– Foyer Entrance to 
 Conference Area

DAY 1: Tuesday, March 28, 2017

7:30 – 9:00 a.m. Registration
 Hilton Lac-Leamy– Foyer B

7:30 – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast (provided)
 Foyer B

Plenary Session: 

Grand Salon - Suzor Cote and Delfosse Rooms

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Opening Ceremonies
 Official Conference Welcome 
 
 Mr. Mathieu Courchene, 
 Master of Ceremonies

 Ottawa River Singers, Drum Group

 Opening Prayer and Welcome to 
Algonquin Territory

 Mr. Fred McGregor, Elder, Kitigan Zibi 
First Nation

9:00 – 9:15 a.m Welcome and Objectives of Conference  
Ms. Ceal Tournier, FNIGC Board Chair, 
Director, SK

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. Keynote Address 
 Chief Charles Weaselhead, FNIGC Board 

Member (Alberta), Former Chief, Blood 
Tribe, AB

9:45 – 10:15 a.m. Group Networking Activity & 
Refreshment Break

10:15 a.m. – Presentations:  “The Power of Data –
12:00 p.m.  Our Experiences, Our Responsibilities, 

Our Opportunities to Make a 
Difference”

 Mr. Blair Armstrong, Kahnawake First 
Nation, QC

 Mr. Andy Alook, Project Coordinator, 
Bigstone Health Commission (Alberta)  

 Mr. Greg Ward, Kenora Chiefs Advisory 
First Nations Client Registry

 
Question and Answer Opportunity
 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch (provided) 
 Foyer B 
 
1:15 – 1:45 p.m. P.M.  Plenary Session 
 “How Do We Know When We are 

Making a Difference?  Indicators and 
the Data that Supports them”

 Dr. Jeff Reading, Simon Fraser University

Question and Answer Opportunity

1:45 – 2:15 p.m. Presentation: A Regional Perspective – 
The Changing Culture of First Nations 
Data Collection 
 
Ms. Bonnie Healy, Operations Manager, 
Alberta First Nations Information 
Governance Centre

2:15 p.m. Round Table Discussions: “Defining 
Data Governance for First Nations at 
a Community, Regional and National 
Level”

“What are the Barriers and Levers to Good Data Governance?”

“How Does Data Governance Support Health and Wellness?”

“How Do We Define Best Practices for Data Governance?”

3:15 – 3:30 p.m. Refreshment Break

3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Continued Round Table Discussions

 Close for the Day
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EVENING Explore Gatineau / Ottawa on your own!

Day 2: Wednesday, March 29, 2017

7:30 – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast (provided) 
 Foyer B

9:00 – 9:15 a.m.  Key Message Summary of Day 1
 Report from Afternoon Session 
 Mr. Mathieu Courchene, MC

9:15 – 10:45 a.m. Presentations  “First Nations Capacity 
Development to Support Data 
Governance”

First Nations Regional Information Governance Centre 
Developments – Ms. Addie Pryce and Dr. Jodi Bruhn

How Data Supports Our Work – Mr. Dan Wilson, Special 
Advisor, Assembly of First Nations 

Meeting the Challenge of Data Excellence – Ms. Nancy Gros 
Louis-McHugh, Research Sector Manager, First Nations of 
Quebec and Labrador Health and Social Service Commission 
(FNQLHSSC) 

Question and Answer Opportunity

10:45 a.m.  Refreshment Break

11:00 a.m.  –  Keynote Presentation: 
12:00 p.m. Data Supporting Indigenous Wellness 

Ms. Sylvia St. George, AMIS Governance 
Coordinator, Thunderbird Partnership

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch  (provided)  
 Foyer B

1:00 – 2:30 p.m.       Presentation “Technology in Action 
– A Systems Discussion for Data 
Governance”

 Mr. Jonathan Plante, Manager, Planning, 
& Business Integration, INAC

 
 Dr. Rob McMahon, First Mile Connectivity 

Consortium

Question and Answer Opportunity

2:30 – 2:45 p.m.  Refreshment Break

3:00 – 4:30 p.m. Workshops “Let’s Roll Up Our Sleeves 
and Let’s Talk Data”

Workshop # 1:  Community Based Reporting Template 
(CBRT), Health Canada, FNIHB – Dr. Esther Usborne, Senior 
Analyst, Strategic Policy, Planning and Information 
Suzor Cote/Delfosse Room 

Workshop # 2:  Digital Data Management – 
Dr. Rob McMahon, Secretary, First Mile Connectivity 
Consortium, Assistant Professor, University of Alberta 
Morrice Room 

Workshop # 3: Data Ethics in a Big Data World – 
Ms. Pam Slaughter and Ms. Karen Weisbaum, Biotika
Salon du Jardin Room 

5:00 p.m.     Close for the Day
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Day 3: Thursday, March 30, 2017

7:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast (provided) 
 Foyer B

9:00 – 9:15 a.m. Overview of Day 2: Report on 
Workshops 

 Mr. Mathieu Courchene, MC and 
Facilitators 

9:15 –11:15 a.m. Presentation “The Power of Data to 
Inform Public Policy, Programming 
and Governance”

 
 Dr. Valerie Gideon, Assistant Deputy 

Minister, FNIHB, Health Canada

 Mr. Gonzaque Guéranger, Director 
General, Strategic Research and 
Development, INAC

 Dr. Julie LeBlanc, Senior Analyst for 
the Oversight and Accountability 
Team, Modern Treaty Implementation 
Office, INAC

 Dr. Jennifer Walker, Canada 
Research Chair in Indigenous Health, 
Laurentian University

Question and Answer Opportunity

11:15 a.m. – Group Activity “Data Bingo”
12:00 p.m. Refreshment Break

12:00 p.m. Lunch (provided) 
 Foyer B

1:00 – 2:30 p.m.      Presentation “What is Open Data 
and What are Key Considerations 
for First Nations?”

 Dr. Christine Climenhage, Team 
Leader, Open Government, Chief 
Information Office Branch, Treasury 
Board Secretariat

 Ms. Allison Rygh, Senior Advisor, 
Infomation Management Branch, INAC

 Ms. Karen Weisbaum, Biotika, 
Privacy, Data Ethics and OCAP® 
- Considerations in an Open Data 
Environment

Question and Answer Opportunity

2:30 – 3:00 p.m.        Conference Wrap Up 
 Mr. Mathieu Courchene 
                         
 Open Discussion “What Have We 

Learned?”  Recommendations and 
Next Steps

3:00 – 3:30 p.m.  Conference Evaluation

 Closing Prayer
 Mr. Fred McGregor, Elder, Kitigan Zibi 

First Nation


